
 
 
 

Formative feedback 

 
 
Overall Comments 
 
This reads well Tim, I found both the picture and your write up fascinating. 
 
Feedback on assignment and supporting work 
Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Quality of Outcome, Demonstration of 
Creativity  
 
This is a great choice after your last assignment on the family album.  Choosing a 
photograph from the Kennelly Archive has allowed you to research the historical 
context of a ‘family photograph’ in a broader way than family memories will allow.  
 
The photograph has been keenly observed in your descriptive write up. It’s 
amazing how many published photographs are actually out of focus!  
 
You’ve done your reading, which has given you a solid semiotic analyisis.  I 
especially like your punctum in your grandfather’s watery eyes from a having had a 
few drink earlier, it sort of rips open the studium just as it’s supposed to! 
 
Padraig and Joan Kennelly have amassed a vast and rich archive which is invaluable to 
individual family histories. Their photographs have done for the social history of Kerry, 
what Franz S. Haselbeck has done for Limerick, or Evans, Frank and Winogrand have 
for America. 
 
Your essay thus becomes more about the contribution of the archive, or this 
particular archive, rather than the contribution of ‘photographers’ per se. I think 
that’s interesting, and it links nicely to project 2 in the next chapter as well. 
 
Coursework 
Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Demonstration of Creativity  
  

Student name  Timothy O’ Sullivan Student number   512301 
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Blog links appreciated, I’m responding to them in various points in the report. 
 
Research 
Context, reflective thinking, critical thinking, analysis   
 
‘Singular Images’  -  ‘The fictions we make about photographs are as unreliable as they 
are unavoidable’. I wonder what Jobey’s own fiction actually is. To me, she seems to 
see this ‘blue collar’ family through all the banal prejudices of class. You may not 
agree of course, but the point I’m trying to make is that no writings, including 
course texts, should be taken as authoritative (just as photographs no longer are). 
 
Learning Log 
Context, reflective thinking, critical thinking, analysis   
 
Some interesting reflection in response to the tutor report after the last 
assignment. It’s great to see the focused reading going on here Tim. 
 
Suggested reading/viewing  
Context  
 
Sontag’s account of Arbus in ‘On Photography’ (chapter 2) is diametrically opposed 
to Szarkowski’s as quoted in Jobey. Sontag sees as Arbus as photographing ‘the 
other’. Szarkowski on the other hand writes that ‘her subject is no less than the 
unique interior lives of those she photographed’. Mmm… 
 
Pointers for the next assignment 
  
How are you getting on with preparing for your final submission?  Please send over 
some prints if you would like some feedback on print quality and feel free to 
request a video call.  
 
Keep going! 
 
Tutor name Robert Bloomfield 

Date   12th June 2016 

Next assignment due 1st September 2016 

 


