
 
 
 

Formative feedback 

 
 
Overall Comments 
 
It’s great to see the continuing evidence of your close engagement with the course 
materials and tangential reading in this final assignment Tim.  
 
Feedback on assignment and supporting work 
Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Quality of Outcome, Demonstration of 
Creativity  
 
In your prep you might comment on your choice of the United States as your 
exclusive point of reference. Is this part of the world the focus of the library 
collection itself? With curiosity aroused we turn to the assignment.. 
 
Again you offer a clear and relevant set of cultural references within which you 
position yourself. There’s a lot of humour in the result as I’m sure you’re aware. I 
suppose there might be the question as to why you imagine this particular 
‘fantastic disaster’? We might need a little bit more background. I mean, there’s 
access to birth control in Ireland, no? 
 
The danger in constructed images is to be to literal  - this means this, that means 
that. If you look at Hopper and Crewdson for instance, or Jeff Wall, the meaning is 
created by a subtle web of interacting elements. There’s always ambiguity in the 
signifiers and the overall meaning of the work itself is complex and difficult to 
define.  
 
At the same time you can’t be too personal – while the travel books and paper 
reference the mouse’s nest in the Burns poem, it’s unlikely a viewer would make 
that connection on their own, it seems to me. I’m not a Scot though!  
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An interesting development is the reference to Brotherus’ Annunication, which is 
not fictional but autobiographical. This seems to change the way we read it 
entirely, for instance it would be strange for Brotherus to make ambiguous 
references to pregnancy tests when she’s trying to give an account of real events. 
Your constructed photograph is perhaps somewhere between the two. 
 
Coursework 
Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Demonstration of Creativity  
  
Thanks for the links, you’re comfortable with analysis and deconstruction by now 
and the exercises in Part 5 have given you no special problems.  
 
Research 
Context, reflective thinking, critical thinking, analysis   
 
This course is steering me in a direction where I now see photography as a means of 
communication, rather than just a medium for creating beauty. 
 
Good comment and its important to see how beauty is constructed in culture, but I 
would suggest there’s something ‘beyond theory’ about it too, that’s important not 
to lose sight of. 
 
Learning Log 
Context, reflective thinking, critical thinking, analysis   
 
Your log appears to be in good order for submission already Tim. 
 
Suggested reading/viewing  
Context  
 
You might be interested in this paper on the Tate website –  
 
http://www.tate.org.uk/research/publications/tate-papers/03/the-separateness-of-
things-victor-burgin 
 
Michael Fried is good on Jeff Wall. ‘Why Photography Matters as Art as Never 
Before’ is expensive, but ‘Art and Objecthood’ is freely available on the web -  
attached. 
 
Pointers for the next assignment 
  
Well done for finishing C&N! 
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