
 
 
 

Formative feedback 

 
 
Overall Comments 
 
A succinct and rather profound response for Assignment 3. Good stuff Tim.  
 
Feedback on assignment and supporting work 
Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Quality of Outcome, Demonstration of 
Creativity  
 
At first glance the links through the photographs from Jack Murphy to yourself 
create a curious weave through family history, which also manages to reflect 
something about photography back to itself. 
  
The only odd note for me is the photoshopped image on the wall of your 
grandmother’s photograph and the more I look at it, the more the whole series 
starts to hinge on this intervention. Your problem was to find a photographic link 
between your great grandfather and your grandmother, but the fact that it’s 
photoshopped, and in a cut and paste sort of way, challenges the historicity of the 
whole series. Instead it makes it surreal, and the wallpaper (how fantastic!), rose 
and your grandmother’s gesture all add to the surreal effect.  
 
After this point you seem to revert to a kind of documentary authenticity, whereas 
maybe you needed to keep things surreal. But there again, the surreal element is 
still present, reproduced in your grandmother’s photograph each time. I’m not 
saying it’s wrong, it may be completely right, but could you please explain it in 
your notes? 
 
Coursework 
Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Demonstration of Creativity  
  
This is a creative response to the Childhood Memory exercise with excellent links 
back to relevant research.  It immediately struck me as a rather neat representation 
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of Barthes’ ‘death of the author’ that you’ve just written up under your Reading tab, 
although you might not agree! 
 
Research 
Context, reflective thinking, critical thinking, analysis   
 
As below. 
 
Learning Log 
Context, reflective thinking, critical thinking, analysis   
 
This is coming along nicely. I was interested to read your re-evaluation and second 
edit of Assignment 2.  
 
Under your write up of non-traditional (non-traditional!) family portraits I think you 
mean ‘aesthetically’ although I suppose it might be possible to enjoy ‘Ray’s a 
Laugh’ ascetically as well.  
 
Contrary to Barthes’ post-structuralist belief that a text is best deciphered without the 
necessity for previous knowledge of the author, I prefer to have such information. 
 
Here you may like to develop your position a little to properly finish the review. 
 
Suggested reading/viewing  
Context  
 
Surrealism is massively important in photography and in fact  Sontag argued that 
all photography is ‘natively surreal’ . You may like to start with Liz Wells or a reader 
of your choice for a way in to the field.  
 
‘Camera Lucida’ with its ‘winter garden’ photograph of Barthes’ mother might be 
interesting for your family history assignment. 
 
Pointers for the next assignment 
  
I’ve attached the OCA essay writing guide. Good luck. 
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